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	Airline safety is not something that has just recently been taken into account.  The reason for the recent look into altering safety regulations is due to the aircraft collision that occurred on August 8, 2009.  A single-engine Piper airplane collided with a Euro-helicopter over the Hudson River.  The National Transportation Safety Board met earlier this month to discuss the event.  According to the NTSB, while the airplane was following air traffic control, the helicopter continued to rise beneath it unnoticed until it was too late.    Fortunately, the Federal Aviation Agency (FAA) was created after an aircraft collision in 1956 to help better regulate air traffic controls.  FAA is now helping formulate new rules that will hopefully increase safety measures for aircrafts (Hersman.)  
 In response to the August 8th collision, the National Transportation Safety Board found two probable causes for why it happened.  The first was that the “see and avoid” method was not possible, which states that pilots are responsible for staying clear of other aircraft if weather permits (Hersman.)  Apparently the pilot could not see the helicopter until seconds before the crash.  The second probable cause was that one of the air traffic controllers was having a telephone conversation that was not related to the actual flight (Celona.)  
While aircraft safety continues to be improved, 700 people have died in the past 25 years in midair collisions in the United States.  FAA is now taking action once again to help improve the safety of those on board aircrafts (Hersman.) While this was not directly related to the case of the August 8th incident, pilot fatigue causing mishaps in the air is something that has been targeted closely in the past month.     
	There is a rule under consideration as of the beginning of this month referred to as “The Pilot Flight and Duty Time Rule,” which was proposed by FAA.  The new rule proposal is one of the key events during September’s coverage of this topic.  This rule would allow pilots to decline flight assignments if they were feeling too fatigued to perform their duties.  The rule would state that there would be a nine hour minimum for sleep time before the pilot could fly, which is an hour longer than the current rule.  Until November 13th, the public can make comments that will help make the final decision on whether the rule be final (Courson.) 
	The level of coverage increased dramatically toward the middle of the month.  As the proposed rule became well known with the media, the feedback of the pilots and the rest of the public increased as well.  Airline pilots unions are unsure if they fully agree with FAA’s proposed rule of increased rest time.  With the new rule, a pilot’s workday would be cut from a maximum of 16 hours to 13 hours (Hersman.)  The Allied Pilots Association stated that they agree that a change in regulations was needed in regards to rest time (Ahles, Pilots.)  Even so, they believe it will inevitably force airlines to cut costs. 
Not only is there coverage of pilots getting more sleep before a flight, but coverage about pilots sleeping while flying (Muggeridge, Shh.)  This is also a key event that has been mentioned over the past month.  Obviously this would come across as alarming to the general public.  Both FAA and NASA have found that a nap of up to 40 minutes is beneficial for pilots flying at least seven hours.  This relates to the fact that napping is necessary, but maybe not to the extreme of the pilot napping while in flight.  
	Whether fatigue is the main cause or not, there has been an increase in plane accidents in 2010.   The training a pilot receives is vital to how they respond to a certain situation.  With technology continuing to improve and advance, some pilots are taking advantage of the fact that they might not need to have the extra sharp skills they used to need, which is untrue.  There has not been as much coverage over lack of training and professional skills as there is coverage over the new proposal by FAA (New FAA.)  Regarding the collision on August 8, 2009, professionalism was lacking.  Both of the pilots were qualified to fly yet neither of them took the time to use available information about the proximity of each other’s aircraft (Celona.)  
	The Time Herald’s theme was finding the reason behind the collision on August 8, 2009.  They mentioned the details of the collision and then stated the probable causes.  This was also the main theme for the National Transportation Safety Board.  Not only did NTSB discuss the collision but they mentioned FAA’s beginning efforts of showing the benefits of their new rule that directly affects fatigue.  The NTSB met to discuss the incident at a Sunshine Meeting and also sent out an “Aircraft Accident Summary Report” the same day.  Along with the report was an animation available to watch that depicted the flight paths of the two aircrafts and part of the conversation exchanged between the two pilots.  The animation was an effective representation of what actually happened and how the flights overlapped paths (ATC Communications.) 
	The key voice for The Time Herald’s coverage was actually NTSB (Celona.)  The actual spokesperson for NTSB at the Sunshine Meeting was Chairman Deborah Hersman.  She is the one that led the meeting and discussed the circumstances around the August 8, 2009, midair collision.  She is someone that helped get the ball rolling on the actions FAA is attempting to take regarding updated safety rules.  Herman’s tone during her statement is professional and informative.  She gives all of the facts related to the incident, and because of the Sunshine Law the public is free to this information.  The mishaps of the collision were discussed and therefore gave the readers a basis of the story if they were to see related coverage in other media.      
The Star-Telegram’s theme was that the pilots union still does not completely agree with FAA’s proposed rule.  One of the first statements the newspaper made regarding this was that the rule would cut down on a pilot’s workday.  This was exactly the same argument made in a later article that focused in on the pilots unions’ thoughts. A main argument made by The Star-Telegram was that the proposed rule would eventually cost the airline industry $803.5 million over 10 years (Ahles.)  American Airlines pilot Doug Pinion stated that it is not guaranteed that more pilots will have to be hired because of this new rule (Ahles, Pilots.)  Either way, the debate continues.  
The tone of this publication is not as geared toward empathizing with individual’s safety.  It focuses more on how the actual airline will be effected financially depending on if FAA’s rule is passed.  Those who have been quoted in the articles are typically either pilots or those of a pilot association.  In one article there was a debate of members within the American Airline’s pilots union.  It stated that “even though duty time regulations for pilots is ‘long overdue,’ some of the proposals represent a ‘big step backwards.’” (Ahles)   
The Watertown Daily News also has mentioned that the pilots union, or the Allied Pilots Association, believes that the FAA’s proposed rule about more rest time may have a negative outcome.  The possibility of the negative outcome is the theme of this particular source.  Instead of it helping improve safety, one of the articles states that it may actually have a negative impact on safety.  While rest time would be increased, in some circumstances pilots might have to fly two hours longer during the day.  The chance that the added hours of flight may cause fatigue would contradict the proposed rule.  Along the same lines as The Star-Telegram’s information, the Allied Pilots Association stated that the proposed rule could be a big step backwards (Pilot Fatigue.)    
	The Wall Street Journal’s theme changed very little over the month.  Pilot professionalism and training were repetitively mentioned.  In an article called “The Difficulty in Improving Airline Safety Now,” it discusses the fact that even though safety continues to be a focus every year for airlines, it is becoming difficult to continue that improvement (McCartney.)  The reason for this is that with every ounce of technology improvement, pilots have the opportunity to lack on flying skills because computers now do so much of the work.  In another article entitled “Cargo Carrier Faces FAA Time,” Evergreen International Airlines has been proposed with a $4.9 million penalty because some of their pilots flew more than 230 flights last year without being completely trained with using the new flight management computers (Pasztor.)  Both of these articles tied together in the fact that lack of skill and training can have huge downfalls for not only the pilot, but for the airline as well.    When this happens, safety is then put in jeopardy (Pasztor.)   
	The Wall Street Journal’s first article at the beginning of the month discussed improving airline safety in general.  They did not focus on fatigue as being an issue, but did mention the fact that 80 percent of aircraft crashes involve human error in some way.  They then go on to discuss how various countries differ from one another when it comes to their safety regard.  No matter the country, though, improvements on safety is still a must (McCartney.) 
USA Today’s main theme was that fliers deserve pilots who have gotten a decent amount of sleep.  What this source has mentioned that has not been seen as clearly in other sources is that dealing with fatigue is something that more than the pilot should deal with.  Even though it is a pilot’s duty to make sure their health and activities outside of work fulfills the standards required to fly, it is an airline’s duty to have set policies that constantly keep safety in mind.  One of the articles mentions that FAA’s proposed rule states that pilots would be monitored on their fatigue level.  Before they proposed this recent rule, FAA has tried to manage pilot fatigue by offering education and training on the matter (Prater.) 
USA Today’s coverage of airlines did not focus just on pilot fatigue and how that should be handled.  Instead, there was also coverage on how to take safety measures when a plane enters into turbulence.  Captain John Cox answered questions that helped ease the nervousness one might feel when experiencing turbulence (Cox.)  In the interview he allowed individuals to ask him any questions regarding turbulence.  One of the questions was about how a pilot would handle avoiding bad weather activity and therefore lower the turbulence for the passengers of the plane.  Cox responded in a professional manner by explaining how pilots avoid storms by using weather radar and that each airline gives their pilots specific directions on how to deal with certain situations (Cox.)  The article proved that some pilots still are held to a high standard in terms of how they deal with safety.  After reading articles of how the FAA still feels the need for more regulation, unfortunately some pilots must still lack in that area.   
	CNN was another source of coverage that depicted fatigue as being one of the causes for safety violations.  Sleep deprivation continues to be linked to the chance of pilot error (New FAA.)  
	Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood stated that the FAA proposal would “give pilots the rights to decline an assignment if they are fatigued, without a penalty.” (Courson) 
	MSNBC’s take on pilots gaining more rest time was taken light heartedly compared to other sources.  One of the articles discussed pilots actually taking naps while in flight (Muggeridge, Shh.) The other article gave a basic overview of what the National Transportation Safety Board does and how they often make recommendations that are impossible to fulfill at the time.  For example, the NTSB once suggested that the FAA develop a warning system concerning potential runway collisions when the technology to make that possible did not exist (Muggeridge.)  Key voices during their coverage were people such as Jill Zuckman, who is the director of public affairs for the U.S. Department of Transportation, and David Castelveter, vice president of communications for the Air Transport Association (Muggeridge.)  
	MSNBC’s take on aircraft safety could be considered the outlier of the media outlets used for this subject.  There weren’t necessarily jokes thrown into the content, but they seemed to make satirical remarks regarding safety regulations and NTSB’s suggestions (Muggeridge, Shh.) 
	With all of the sources combined, there were more similarities than differences among the stories.  The basis for each was that safety is still a major concern and FAA is keeping that in mind at all times and is currently suggesting a way of improvement.  There were not many videos or audio coverage the story, which could have enhanced the information.  Sometimes people need to visually see what is going on in order to better comprehend the subject.  The coverage of aviation safety began to evolve towards the middle of the month.  After the National Transportation Safety Board held their meeting on September 14th, news surrounding the subject picked up. Overall, the amount of coverage as a whole was more than expected.  Aviation, just like any other mode of transportation, needs to be taken seriously and safety should be a top concern.  I’m glad to see FAA is taking this into account once again.  The public still has a little over a month to wait and see if FAA’s proposed rule of rest time is passed (Courson.)   
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