Introduction
Should the death penalty be abolished in the United States?  There are several people who have differing opinions on this topic.  According to Nathanson [1], supporters of the death penalty see those that are against it as wanting to prolong the lives of the murderers.  On the other hand, supporters of having the death penalty abolished see themselves as protecting the value of life.  Either way it is looked upon, each side values life and believes that murder is morally wrong.  There are those that believe it should be an eye for an eye, and those that believe the opposite. Not only is capital punishment a debatable subject, but also the use of lethal injections in the prison.  Each individual has a background that guides them to either agree or disagree with capital punishment in the United States.  Often times it is someone’s religious beliefs that help make that decision, Simon [2].  
This history of the death penalty in the United States began with the execution in Virginia of a man named George Kendall in 1608.  Kendall was executed by a firing squad.  According to Greenberg [29], the death penalty began to rise in popularity in the 1840s because of the Civil War and a way for the government to regain a sense of power over the people.  Today, the United States is one of the few countries that are considered abolitionists.  Those countries that were voted to be considered abolitionists were decided so by Amnesty International.  Although most of the countries have rid of the death penalty, more than half of the total population in the world lives in countries where the death penalty is still occurring.  Depending on the country, various crimes deserve various punishments.  The majority of the executions in the United States are because of murderous crimes, and in some states, rape.  The United States have tried to attain ways of execution that are as painless to the victim as possible and can be considered a humane way of killing.  Abolitionists still argue this by stating that any way of execution, including lethal injection, violates the Eighth Amendment.  Since World War II, there has been a steady increase in those wanting to abolish the death penalty.  In February 2009, 92 countries abolished the death penalty completely.  Greenberg states that the debate in the United States is continuous as to whether capital punishment is unfair and whether it should stay in effect.  
Since then, there have been numerous debates on not only the types of executions, but also the amount of time it takes for a case to go through the Supreme Court, inmates being wrongfully accused in trial and questioning as to whether or not lethal injections lead the convict to have unnecessary pain. Recently there have been cases where the inmates have argued the Supreme Court stating that lethal injections should be considered cruel and unusual punishment, which would violate the Eighth Amendment.   The case  in 2007 of Troy Davis in of Savannah, Ga., is one in which he may have been wrongfully accused when convicted of killing a policeman, Reasonable Doubt [5].  The case was filled with uncertainties and unanswered questions, which in many cases results in years of trials and no execution.  According to Walker [11], the 38 states that do allow the death penalty believe it should be used sparingly and only in needed situations.   As of April 1, 2008, the death penalty is administered in only 37 states.  
Body
One of the main issues concerning the death penalty in the United States is the abolitionists view it as going against the Eighth Amendment to the Constitution because it should be considered cruel and unusual punishment.  They view the death penalty as being a morally wrong act.  The death penalty is not a result of an unfair decision of justice, but a way to come even with factors such as ethnicity and social standing, Nathanson [1].  The “eye for an eye” approach is considered by those who support capital punishment.  A person’s religion plays a factor in whether a person supports the death penalty.  According to Simon [2], Christians that support the death penalty believe that there should be penalties for those that commit certain crimes because of what it says about the protection of society in the “Old Testament.”   Although America’s government system claims to ensure fairness, there are cases in which an innocent person will be sent to death row for reasons such as lack of evidence proving their innocence.  According to Walker [11], the use of DNA testing is becoming more of a necessity to ensure that no person is sent to death row, let alone executed.  DNA testing can be beneficial and accurate when an inmate is convicted.  On the other hand, problems occur when the drug is administered poorly or one of the drugs wears off too quickly, Gibeaut [7].  Many inmates feel that the lethal injection violates the Eighth Amendment.  Almost all of the lethal injections contain the same combination of chemicals which include sodium pentothal, pancuronium bromide and potassium chloride.  There are occasions when the potassium chloride may wear off too quickly for the inmate and therefore would cause extreme pain.  There are also instances when paralysis occurs too quickly because of the pancuronium bromide.  It has been estimated that at least half of the 3,500 criminals in the United States have questioned the federal courts concerning the chemicals used in lethal injections.  Drehle [30] states that the fact that there are three drugs administered during a lethal injection is unnecessary because on drug alone would have the same effect.  According to Brant [3], not only are the methods of execution causing unnecessary pain, but the drugs are not always administered correctly.  Prison guards are not always trained on how to carry out a death sentence and many doctors do not want to associate themselves with the cause. There was an execution in Ohio where the inmate said, “It’s not working,” while the lethal injection was being administered.         

According to United States [10], the Judiciary Committee held a meeting on February 10, 2000, in which the Innocence Protection Act was brought to the attention of five senators, including Senator Leahy.  The committee began examining the capital punishment systems in the United States in 2002.  Senator Leahy was the one to propose the Innocence Protection Act and it was soon followed by the Death Penalty Integrity Act of 2002.  This act consisted of more restrictions in regard to DNA testing.   One of the restrictions was that a federal inmate could only receive DNA testing if they waited more than 60 months after being convicted.  Even though the added restrictions should lower the chance of innocent people on death row, it is a known fact that mistakes will continue to be made by the government in regard to executions, Frank [20].  In opposition, Twist [17] states that there has been no evidence of a proved innocent person.  According to Drehle [30], there was a case in Florida that occurred in 1990 that proves mistakes are made in executions.  The inmate’s name was Jesse Tafero and he was to be executed by the electric chair.  According to staff members at the prison, the headpiece was worn so a sponge was purchased to replace it.  Instead of a sea sponge, a synthetic sponge was purchased and the result was Tafero’s head was caught on fire.  Because of the cruelty, abolitionists had one more reason as to why the death penalty should be abolished.   
Although abolitionists believe that the government is staying quiet and not making an effort to regulate the death penalty and issue new laws, that is not always the case.  According to The New Zealand Herald [6], convicted sex offender Jesse Timmendequas was the reason for a new law named “Megan’s Law.”  The law made it so every community is notified when a sex offender moves in.  The parents of Megan Kanka, the girl that was murdered, wrote repeatedly to the New Jersey Legislature asking them to hold on to the death penalty.  In opposition to wanting to abolish the death penalty, Rogers [8] states that the most effective way to punish a criminal is a life of imprisonment.  Abolitionists have been known to believe that the length amount of time on death row may cause deterioration to the prisoner’s mind, which would be cruel and unusual punishment.  According to Campaign to End the Death Penalty [18], the case in 1989 of Troy Davis of Georgia caused him to undergo trauma because of him being sentenced to death four times in the previous two years when the evidence against him was weak.  There were only nine witnesses and there were no weapons or physical evidence that proved he was guilty of killing an off-duty policeman.  
In the case of Furman vs. Georgia in 1972, the Supreme Court ruled the case as unconstitutional due to cruel and unusual punishment, ACLU [16].  The case involved a man named William Henry Furman and he was convicted of killing William Joseph Micke Jr. after burglarizing his home.  Furman first stated that after he was caught turned to flee and tripped, which caused him to accidentally fire the shot.  This statement contradicted his first statement to the police which was that before he fled the scene, he turned and shot aimlessly.  Either way, Furman was sentenced to death, yet the court claimed the sentencing to be cruel and unusual punishment.  They claimed this because Furman was a poor man and therefore received a “poor man’s trial.”  Before the trial, Furman was admitted into Georgia Central State Hospital for psychiatric testing.  Furman was diagnosed as being capable of having psychotic episodes and mentally deficient.  Even after his diagnosis, the court sentenced him to death.  According to Block [4], the case provided the Supreme Court a time to forbid all capital punishment that did not first go through the jurors for discretion in who would live and who would die.  
Another main issue that is that the death penalty is administered in an unfair manner.  According to U.S. Department of State [12], the U.S. Supreme Court states that capital punishment does not go against the Eighth Amendment as long as the laws of equal protection and due process are followed.  The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights allows countries to carry out the death penalty when each necessary process is taken to make sure the convict is judged fairly.  The case of Troy Davis was pushed back from 1991 to 2008 because the case had not been clear and there was not enough hard evidence on hand, Reasonable Doubt [5].  The American Civil Liberties Union’s main goal is educate individuals on facts related to the death penalty, ACLU [16].  Warden Marvin Polk of Langley [25] also administered an educational tour of North Carolina’s main prison and explained how the execution process worked.  Polk described how each inmate is allowed a “last request” and is able to request what they would like to eat for their last meal.  Around 1:30 a.m. the inmate is stripped down to his shorts and the IVs with the lethal injection are started.  According to Polk, there are three executioners and two of them hold the “live lines,” which are the IVs that contain the lethal injection.  The third executioner holds the “dummy line,” which contains no lethal injection drug.  Polk states that this is for confidentiality purposes.  The lethal injection is administered with the sedative first to ensure that the inmate is unconscious.  
According to Rogers [8], Justice Mosk of California suggested that California’s prohibition against cruel and unusual punishment be looked at more closely.  Mosk stated that each case be tested to see if the punishment given to the convict was within civilized and moral standards.  The Witherspoon case is described by Rogers and he states that it involved a man being sent to death row by a jury that did not include anyone opposing the death penalty.  Judge Burke of California stated that the case violated the Sixth Amendment because there was not an equal representation of people on the jury.  According to Death Penalty Information Center [13], there are fewer mistakes made on who is to be executed because of the extended amount of time for the appeals to be looked at by attorneys.  Hart [9] argues that the Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments to the Constitution state that no person may be deprived of life without the due process of law.  According to Chideya [24], 42 percent of the people on death row are African American and they only account for 12 percent of the entire population.  Therefore, African Americans are disproportionally represented on death row.  Richard Dieter, the executive director of The Death Penalty Information Center, states that crimes are not equal and whether or not a person is executed can even depend on if the crime was committed in a poor area.  According to Grumman [26], the cases of Donald Quickle and Walter Thomas were similar when the crimes were evaluated.  Quickle was caught after trying to rob a bartender and shooting the owner of the bar.  Thomas was caught during a burglary by the homeowner and stabbed her to death.  Both of the cases were crimes of cruelty, yet Quickle was sentenced to 90 years in prison and Thomas was sentenced to death.  The fact that Quickle committed his crime in DuPage County, Ill., where no one has been sent to death row may be a factor in why he was only sentenced to 90 years in prison.  
Every convict that is executed saves 18 potential victims, states Dr. Paul Rubin of Emory University in Atlanta, Ga.  There were only 18 executions in 2000 and the murder rate has been dropping ever since. Capital punishment should be viewed as a moral act because the end result is saving the lives of innocent people.  Allowing the convict to live and their families to decide on what sentence they should receive is what should be considered barbaric, Twist [17].  According to Greenberg [29], the new laws that were passed after the cruel and unusual punishment assumptions led to a growing support of the death penalty.  By the year 1999, there were a total of 610 executions in the United States.  The development of DNA testing has allowed for a better chance of proving innocence among the inmates of death row.  According to NCADP [15], there have been about an equal number of blacks and whites convicted of crimes since 1977, yet more than half of this number has been accused of killing white victims.  Give Them Death [14] states that African Americans have always been represented on death row in an unfair manner and 80 percent of the prisoners executed since the death penalty was in effect again were charged with killing white victims.  On the contrary, President Obama still views the death penalty as a “necessary evil.”  
Whether or not the defendant has a decent chance of winning a case depends on the attorney.  Those that are poor are usually the ones that are sent to death row.  A nun who is a spokesperson for The Abolishment of the Death Penalty states that not only is the way a person executed a type of cruel and unusual punishment, but the time the inmate has to wait to find out if they are actually going to die is also a type of cruel and unusual punishment.  Many times the inmates’ veins are hard to find when the lethal injection is to be administered.   The reason for the veins not being easily found is because a large portion of the inmates are drug users and the untrained workers of the prison struggle with finding the veins.  The cases where mistakes involving executions give abolitionists reason to want to rid of the death penalty, Carlile [27].   According to Campaign to End the Death Penalty [18], criminologist Michael Radlet states that there have been 416 known cases in which innocent people were convicted and out of that number there were 23 that were executed.  
The Supreme Court banned the execution of the mentally retarded in 2002, Ritter [28].  The case of Greg Thompson in Tennessee created a debate as to whether he be considered mentally retarded.  Thompson was convicted of murder in 1985 when he killed Brenda Lane.  His lawyers, Steve Kissinger and Dana Chavis, stated that they believed Thompson had had mental problems since he was a child.  There was no clear evidence at his trial that proved him to be insane.  Thompson’s attorney then mentioned that the statements regarding his hallucinations were failed to be mentioned during the trial.  Thompson was hearing voices during the time he killed Brenda and these voices were telling him that he had to “kill to survive.”  Thompson did not hesitate to describe in detail how he had killed Barbara and where her body was located.  Brenda’s sister, Barbara, was not pleased with the amount of time it took to examine the case.  She believed that Thompson was faking his mental illness in order to avoid the death penalty, Logan [22].  Executions have been in a steady decline ever since 2000.  This is due to the Supreme Court denying executions of the mentally retarded, Give Them Death [14].  
The final main issue is whether it is worth spending the money on capital punishment.  According to NCADP [15], it cost more to execute someone than it does to keep them in prison.  The people of New Jersey have paid more than a quarter million dollars on executions.  Some cases last up to 20 years, so if that is the case, the cost is high.  The death penalty is the denial of human civilities and therefore finances should not be spent on it.  Death Penalty Information Center [13] states that even though the lengthy amount of time it takes to sentence a convict takes a toll on the victim’s family, taxpayers and the actual convict, the extended amount of time can also be seen as beneficial.  With the extra time, the appeals can be carefully looked over and therefore fewer mistakes would be made when convicting.  Senator Sam Brownback in Hart [9] states that it is up to Americans to establish a cultured way of life and then educate themselves so they are able to think critically in terms of whether the death penalty should be abolished.  According to Byers [19], financially, it is not beneficial to have the death penalty in the criminal justice system.  Even those that are on death row struggle with financial issues because they are typically poor and do not have the money to pay for a successful defense attorney.  According to United States [10], Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg of the U.S. Supreme Court stated how there is not enough money spent to defend the poor.  
Texas has more inmates per capita because their state’s judges are quick to judge and accuse the inmates.  The trial judge of Texas gives the inmates an appeals lawyer as soon as they are sentenced whereas in California it may take four to five years for the inmate to get one.  One of the main problems Texas has is that the lawyers are often inexperienced.  Nevertheless, they still make around $25,000 for each appeal even though they rarely bring forth new evidence to help their defendant, Ritter [28].  
According to Brant [3], states are discovering that a lifetime in prison is cheaper than the costs associated with the death sentence.  The cost of executions are around $3 million more than the cost of keeping a convict in prison for life.  As a result of the increase in costs, Wisconsin’s governor is considering releasing 1,000 non-violent criminals.  Residents of Wisconsin argue that this could be a violation of public safety.  A couple states, including Wisconsin and Virginia, have suggested legalizing marijuana and taxing the product in order to help the economy, Tracy [23].  The state of New Jersey has spent $250 million on executions since 1982, yet not one prisoner has been executed.  Legal costs are continuing to rise.  Not only are states such as New Jersey becoming hesitant about the death penalty because of the cost, but people are becoming more concerned about the mistake of killing innocent victims and that the act itself is inhumane.  The state of New York has spent more than $17 million on 17 federal death trials and the federal judicial system is dealing with budget cuts, Block [4].  According to Linders [21], death penalty financial costs are tied to the judicial appeals, capital trials and the cases that involve more court personnel such as added lawyers and experts.  She states that capital cases end up costing more money than non-capital cases.  
The solution proposed by Byers [19] is that the United States switch from using the death penalty to having the inmates have a life of imprisonment.  There was a case in Illinois where the DNA testings were showing that innocent people were be convicted and then executed.  There is always a chance of the DNA being contaminated after testing.  It is not beneficial for the death penalty to be in the United States because of the increase in costs of the actual execution and the trials.  It would be very unlikely for the death penalty to be completely gone because companies and individuals, such as the prosecutors and wardens, benefit off of the death penalty.  
The solution proposed by Frank [20] is that the death penalty should not be considered an option for punishment for various reasons.  The government should not be allowed to inflict such a punishment onto another human being.   When dealing with whether the death penalty is fair, there are known cases where it is not.  It is a known fact that mistakes are made by the government in regard to executions.  The death penalty is not fairly administered.  
The solution proposed by Linders [21] is that the death penalty is not a deterrent and there are several factors that support the statement.  There are definitely financial costs tied to the death penalty.  A few of these that need the financial support are the judicial appeals, capital trials and lawyers.  The unfairness in the death penalty not only reaches the finances, but also at times involves cruel and unusual punishment.  According to the source, if there must be a way of execution, then the lethal injection is the best choice, even though she believes the only option should be life of imprisonment.  At times the race of the defendant determines how the trial will turn out, but over the years, race is become less and less of an issue.  
Conclusion
Should the death penalty be abolished in the United States?  In order to research the death penalty effectively, it was necessary to read various articles, books and locate knowledgeable people to interview.  The articles were found mostly by going to Ball State’s website and then going to Bracken’s website.  The scholarly journals and government documents were easy to find and access.  Documentaries over the death penalty gave a clear overview of how the execution process works and why each step to the process is vital.  
 The books used were found on the 4th floor of Bracken Library.  The first few books found were fortunately filled with information that could strengthen the essay.    The three main issues focused on in this essay were how the death penalty could be considered cruel and unusual punishment, executions are sometimes administered in an unfair manner and people have differing views on whether executions are worth the time and money.  Case after case was described in the sources and each had strengths and weaknesses of each.  The main issues evolved around the use of lethal injections and whether or not they are a violation of the Eighth Amendment.  Abolitionists found the death penalty to be immoral, while supports thought of it as saving victims’ lives.    
The three expert interviews were very helpful and their knowledge of the death penalty was a beneficial part of the essay.  The most beneficial expert interview was Professor Bryan Byers of the criminology department.  He was able to describe in detail a case in Illinois that had a direct correlation to DNA testing.  
To answer the question at hand, in depth research was needed.  Time needed to be set out specifically for the project.  The best way to learn about the death penalty was to watch documentaries and actually see how the execution process is administered.  
Each case that was mentioned in the essay had a strong view on whether it supported executions or not.  After thorough research on the topic, the death penalty first needs to become universally fair.  A person’s race, financial background and where they live should not be factors as to whether they be put on death row and whether they are able to have an educated attorney.  The United States is still one of the few countries to have the death penalty, but whether they continue to keep hold of this power is the question yet to be fully answered.  The cost of executions, unfairness and the flaws in the execution process are factors to take into consideration.  Yet on the other hand, for some people, the eye for an eye approach is still best.  
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